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Good afternoon. My name is Hank Clay and it is my pleasure to serve as the president of the Graduate Student Association. I have had the opportunity to meet with many of you, but for those of you who I have not had a chance to meet yet please let me tell you a little bit about my vision for the graduate student body on UGA’s campus this year.
Although I ran for office with certain ideas in mind about how I wanted to shape the campus, I—along with the rest of the University—have now face a unique political and economic climate. Consequently, my purpose for this year centers upon one important theme—communication. Communication is essential to increasing our ability as a university community to educate, engage in research, and to serve the public interests of the citizens of Georgia.
My most precious duty as president is to advocate on behalf of the graduate student body. My aim is to serve as a voice for both the collective needs of the body at large as well as a resource for the individuals who make up this diverse group.

Moreover, I also see my purpose as being a conduit through which the administration and the faculty can reach the graduate student body more effectively.
Both of these roles rest upon the foundation of effective communication. If graduate students do not join together with one powerful voice then we cannot expect the administration to be able to respond to the priorities of the graduate student body. Additionally, we call on and expect the administration to join with us in dialogue in order for the graduate students and the administration to partner with each other to address the challenges that affect us all.
We recognize that in a budget situation like the one we face today that we each are forced to make difficult and complex decisions. However, we do ask that we be able to work together so that the graduate student body may be proactive in helping our community come through this tough period.

